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Together again
The Dakar is nothing if not a meeting place for competitors who fall for the charms of
the rally and discover the countries it goes through. Our meeting with Peru left indelible
memories of wonder and excitement. The majestic desert dunes of Ica, the warmth and
fervour of fans in Lima and other places, and the refreshing taste of pisco sour all left
their mark on the rally competitors. Five years after our last visit to the land of the Incas,
a joyous reunion seems to lurk behind every corner. Geography is still the Dakar's strong
suit. The 40th edition of the rally will unleash its creativity with the wide range of landscapes
on the menu next January. After skimming the waters of the Pacific and a sand-packed
start to the race, competitors will tackle an Andean trilogy with a different flavour. The
Bolivian section of the rally will tackle multiple sides of Lake Titicaca, followed by a rest
day in La Paz and a rather different trek through the Altiplano. The in-line course will
let the 2018 Dakar come into its own in the third part of the rally, where the vast and
varied terrain of Argentina will set the scene for the race. Many competitors already see
Córdoba as the daunting peak they need to crown. The Dakar podium is another one
which fits in perfectly.

Étienne Lavigne

Director of the Dakar

THE ROUTE: PERU AGAIN FIVE YEARS LATER
For its 40th edition, that will also be the 10th edition on the South American continent, the Dakar
will reacquaint itself with the Pacific Ocean and especially the Peruvian dunes, which the
riders and drivers will tackle after having enjoyed several days in the capital, Lima. The race
will continue in Bolivia, where the rest day will take place in a supercharged atmosphere in
La Paz. In terms of enthusiasm and good naturedness, the Argentinean aficionados are on a level
playing field with their neighbours, in particular in Córdoba, which will host the finish of the Dakar
for the first time.

PERU
Peru, the epicentre of Spanish colonial power and expansion in
the 16th century, remains, in spite of the separation in 1825 with
Bolivia (formerly known as Upper Peru), the third biggest country
on the South American continent. The rarity of precipitation has
maintained zones that are completely desertified, which the Dakar
had already started to explore in 2012 and 2013. On the Dakar’s
first finish in Peru, only the year’s most valiant riders and drivers
experienced the pride of climbing onto the podium in Lima. The
following year, the Peruvian fans witnessed a consecration when
one of their own riders, Ignacio Flores, was victorious in the quad
race on the first stage in Pisco. For its return to the Dakar map,
the country will be boasting a larger contingent, most certainly
reinforced by Nicolas Fuchs, 12th in the car race last January for
his debut on the event.

BOLIVIA

In addition to its usual visitors, in 2014, Bolivia welcomed the
Dakar’s competitors for the first time for an incursion that
enabled the bikers to discover the sumptuous Salar de Uyuni
salt flats, the biggest salt desert in the world. In 2015, the car
crews also tasted the unique welcome that the Bolivians are
capable of reserving for the rally, before the entire bivouac
took up residence at Uyuni in 2016. On the 2017 edition, the
local fans were rewarded for their encouragements in Tupiza
by a stage victory in the quad race for one of their standard
bearers, Walter Nosiglia. The stay on the Altiplano high plains,
disrupted by exceptional weather conditions, witnessed a
severe cull among the Dakar competitors’ ranks. In 2018, they
will continue to explore the adoptive country of Simon Bolivar,
the liberator of the continent.

ARGENTINA
The Argentineans have experienced great moments of joy with
riders and drivers that have represented them on the rally. The
Patronelli saga gave them plenty to cheer about with five trophies
won in the quad category by Marcos and Alejandro between 2010
and 2016… The country’s sky blue and white colours are also
vallianlty defended in the car category by Orlando Terranova,
who is a regular pretender for a podium finish and came 6th last
January. Argentina has also demonstrated its versatility through
the emergence of young riders such as Kevin Benavides (4th in
2016) and now Franco Caimi (8th in 2017), whilst Federico Villagra
has succeeded in his conversion to the truck category by finishing
3rd in 2016 and then 4th in 2017, with his sights now on the title…

LIMA
The capital of Peru is the 5th biggest city in Latin
America. It stands out especially thanks to the
buildings of its UNESCO world heritage listed
historical centre. In the City of Kings, the riders
and drivers who completed the Dakar 2012 were
dazzled by the Plaza de Armas, to which one million
spectators flocked. The aficionados also came in
huge numbers to the waterfront of Magdalena for
the “scrutineering” in 2013 and the starting podium
in Chorillos. They can now put a new date in their
diaries.

LA PAZ
The administrative powers of the country are divided
between two capitals, with Sucre playing host to
the supreme court. La Paz has the distinction of
being the highest capital in the world, at an altitude
of 3,600 metres, where, for example, water boils
at 87°C! In this atmosphere where oxygen is rarer,
on the most recent edition of the rally, the competitors
on the Dakar were especially impressed by the energy
and enthusiasm shown by the inhabitants who came
to support them on the rest day.

CÓRDOBA
The second biggest city in Argentina is also one of
the hubs of intellectural and cultural life. It owes this
dynamism in part to its young student inhabitants,
who make up 12% of the population, one of the highest
rates in the world. For rally lovers, it is home to one of
the most prestigious legs of the world championship.
Carlos Sainz left long-lasting memories in the hearts
of the spectators, whilst for Sébastien Loeb it was one
of his favourite venues (with 8 consecutive victories
between 2005 and 2013!). Yet, it was on these tracks
that he lost any chance of victory on the penultimate
stage of the Dakar 2017!
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Dakar 2017 - Émilie Poucan trophy
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THE DIGITAL IMPACT
OF THE DAKAR

2,300,000 fans

70 TV networks

broadcasting the rally
in 190 countries

Since 2009:

direct economic impact of more that US$2
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on the rally

billion
for the host countries i.e. 300 million each year

(+45% vs 20116 – platforms
Facebook, Twitter, Dailymotion,
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AN ECO-RESPONSIBLE
EVENT

Selective sorting and waste
treatment programme
with local authorities

The Dakar Rally compensated
100% of its carbon footprint
in the project Greenoxx of protecting
the environment in the Amazon
(rainforests) with “Madre de Dios”

Dakar 2013 - Stage 4, Nazca - Arequipa (PER)

23,600,000 times

on the website
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A course designed in
collaboration with the local
authorities in each country

1,460 accredited
journalists

Digital videos viewed

9,007,000 visits1

Dakar 2017 - Stage 4, San Salvador de Jujuy (ARG) Tupiza (BOL)

100 tons of waste collected
then recycled on the Dakar
bivouacs, with 58 coming
from “Punto Verde”

With the TECHO association,
the Dakar supports more than

400 social projects
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